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Short biography

Over the past 40 years, Eric Baskind has advised numerous organisations on violence reduction, the use of force and physical interventions. He has been instructed as an expert witness both in the UK and in other countries in more than 3,000 cases involving restraint-related injuries and deaths including by the Prison Officers’ Association, Police Federation, Home Office/Ministry of Justice and the Scottish Prison Service. Amongst the other organisations he has worked with are the High Secure Hospitals at Ashworth, Rampton, Broadmoor and The State Hospital, Carstairs where he was the Independent Expert Advisor to the Violence Reduction Manual Steering Group, and the Security Industry Authority where he chaired an expert panel reviewing the management of violence and aggression and use of force in connection with the SIA’s licence-linked qualifications. He also led a panel evaluating the use of remote restraint device BolaWrap for UK policing.
Eric works with a number of NHS Trusts and other healthcare providers advising on issues of safety and managing violence, aggression and other challenging behaviours from patients and service users. As part of this work, Eric frequently advises on which staff need to be trained, and in what skills. 

Eric is currently working with the College of Policing on two projects. He is a member of the Mental Health Restraint Expert Reference Group where he leads the work on restraint practices. He is also a member of the College’s Guideline Committee Steering Group working on the development of Authorised Professional Practice in the use of force. 

Amongst the high-profile cases he is currently instructed in as an expert witness are:

· claims against G4S as to whether the routine handcuffing of prisoners during escort is a breach of their convention rights 

· three police officers who are charged with manslaughter following the death of Thomas Orchard whilst being restrained following his arrest

· the death of Lorraine Barwell who was killed whilst restraining a prisoner at Blackfriars Crown Court in June 2015

· the death of Allan Marshall in March 2015 following restraint at HMP Saughton, in Scotland, where he was serving a term of imprisonment

· the death of Craig Grant following restraint by door supervisors at the Tonik Bar in Aberdeen
· the death of Wayne Moore at HMP Nottingham in December 2013 following which 3 prison officers have been charged with Misconduct in Public Office
· the death of Paul Reynolds who died following restraint in Lowestoft in February 2017

· the death of Shane Bryant who died following restraint by on-duty, off-duty and retired police officers and members of the public during an armed robbery in 2017
