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3 bullet points summarising the presentation:

· Importance of considering the person behind the symptoms

· Responsibility of a non-medical prescriber

· Importance of asking what is important to the patient / carer.



	Presentation Overview:  

Case study discussing my father’s care.  Discussion of some of the experiences he had with different professionals and how after starting my non-medical prescribing course I have realised there were opportunities for Dad to be treated more wholistically rather than be considered a set of symptoms. That in consequence of being under the care of many professionals he became the responsibility of none. 
Dad was prescribed numerous medications – I would like to do a general overview of the impact of the medications, the potential adverse effects and how I wonder whether prescribers were ever really honest about what the goal of treatment was or how involved Dad was in the decision to prescribe.  I have the feeling that medication was always proposed as a cure to his pain/ symptoms when in reality this was not going to be achieved.  

Sadly my Dad took his own life, 4 days after his 79th birthday.  I would like to query whether as professionals this outcome could have been different if Dad had been given more choices about his care. 
What I have learnt since starting the non-medical prescribers course.



	Key Learning: 

To see patients as people.
To see patients as being capable of making capacitous decisions regarding their own care.

For prescribers to be clear about what is trying to be achieved by prescribing.

The responsibility to consider of drug interactions when prescribing.

Improving the patient experience for the patient and carers/family.




	Conclusions:

That although my Dad may still have taken his own life, his quality of life before he died may have been improved if the points above had been achieved. 



